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Three ships lost off Narvik in two hours
in 1940

On the afternoon of Saturday 8t June, 1940, the aircraft
carrier HMS Gilorious (photo above) and her escorting
destroyers HMIS Acasta and HMS Ardent were
intercepted in the Norwegian Sea by the German
battlecruisers Gneisenau and Scharnhorst. The three
British ships were sunk by gunfire in a little over two
hours, with the loss of over 1500 officers and men of
the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, and Royal Air Force
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Shortage of aircraft carriers

In view of the important role played by aircraft carriers in
WW?2 it is a deplorable fact that the Royal Navy at the
outbreak of war found itself shorter of these ships than
those of any other category. At the start it possessed five
large carriers, HMS Ark Royal, Furious, Courageous,
Glorious and Eagle. Only the first named was modern.
Courageous was lost whilst on anti-submarine patrol in the
Western Approaches a fortnight after the declaration of war.
She had been escorted by two destroyers. Over 500 men
were lost. Many naval air specialists are of the view that this
was a case of an expensive asset being thrown away
through being assigned to a duty for which she was not
suitable.

After this loss it might have been thought that the utmost
care would be taken to provide adequate escort for any
other large carrier likely to be exposed to unusual risk. Yet in
June 1940 the Navy learned with surprise and dismay that
HMS Gilorious, sister ship, of the Courageous, had been
intercepted by a superior enemy force while returning from
Norway practically unescorted. The lack of a German
reaction to British operations in the Norwegian Sea lulled
the Admiralty and the fleet into a dangerous sense of
complacency. The carriers Ark Royal, Furious, and Glorious
had, in the weeks preceding the action, repeatedly made the
2000 mile return trip to the Narvik area with only a destroyer
escort. This was Glorious' fifth trip. The Admiralty appears to
have taken the safety of these valuable and vulnerable
ships for granted.
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The Admiralty did not pass on their knowledge of German
movements to operational forces at sea. Bletchley Park
had warned the Admiralty that analysis of wireless
intercepts indicated that German heavy units had left
the Baltic and might be moving north into the
Norwegian Sea. The Admiralty did not pass this
information on to the fleet or RAF Coastal Command.
Receipt of this information might have led Vice Admiral
Air to refuse Glorious' request to proceed
independently.

Glorious did not exercise adequate measures to protect
herself and her escort from unexpected attack. Glorious
should have had at least one aircraft aloft during the
day. This would have given the ship visibility of at least
40 miles, allowing her to avoid interception and warn
the fleet by W/T long before the Germans could have
threatened her. At the very least, Glorious should have
been prepared to launch aircraft on short notice once
German forces were detected.

Operation Alphabet - The evacuation of
Narvik

In the first four weeks of the Norwegian campaign almost
the whole of our naval strength in home waters was
engaged in escorting and carrying troops to and from
Norway. With such efficiency was this work done that not a
single soldier out of the thousands transported lost his life
as the result of submarine or surface ship attack, and very
few from air attack at sea.
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Wartime colour photograph on the Scharnhorst

With the invasion of France on May 10, and the heavy
demands of the Navy for help to that country, Belgium and
the Netherlands, a sharp change came over the situation.
With the evacuation of the British Army from Boulogne and
Dunkirk, an exceptional strain was imposed on naval
material, the majority of the available destroyers being either
sunk or put out of action in these operations. Obviously, too,
the threat of an enemy invasion attempt could not be
ignored, imposing a further burden.

It was in these circumstances that plans had to be prepared
for the evacuation of Northern Norway.

The evacuation of the Narvik area was mainly carried out in
two groups; but owing to the variety of vessels employed, it
proved impossible to concentrate them all in a single body
on either occasion, some ships having therefore to rely
mainly on diversive routing for their security. Despite these
difficulties, the whole military force of 24,000 arrived safely
in Great Britain.
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The aircraft carriers Ark Royal and Glorious had been sent
to Narvik from Scapa on May 31, the former to provide
fighter protection during the evacuation and the latter to
bring back from North Norway much-needed Gladiator and
Hurricane aircraft of the RAF. There seems to have been a
misplaced assumption that the Germans lacked enterprise,
presumably because for some months previously carriers
and other heavy ships had been crossing the North Sea
independently without incident. For this reason the Glorious
was not allowed to accompany the second large group of
ships returning, as the Ark Royal did, but sailed
independently. This unfortunate decision is understood to
have been made on the grounds that otherwise Glorious
would not have had enough fuel left to get home.

Thus at 03.00 on June 8 the Glorious parted from Ark Royal,
which wore the flag of the Admiral (Air), in a position 17
degrees N. by 14 degrees 10 minutes E. She was
accompanied by the destroyers Acasta and Ardent as an
anti-submarine escort. Unfortunately they were sent tight
into the jaws of the enemy.

No reconnaissance aircraft up

An enemy squadron, comprising the battleships Scharnhorst
and Gneisenau, ships of nearly 32,000 tons each, armed
with nine 11-in. guns, and the cruiser Admiral Hipper, of
nearly 15,000 tons with eight 8-in. guns, had left Kiel on
June 4 and passed Bergen at midnight on June 5-6. Their
orders were to attack British convoys

proceeding from the Narvik area. No suspicion of their
presence seems to have been entertained by British Naval
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Intelligence; at any rate, neither the Flag Officer, Narvik, nor
the C.-in-C., Home Fleet, was aware of it.

At 0800 hours on 08/06 the Admiral Hipper sank the tanker
Oil Pioner and rescued 11 survivors. A little later she did the
same with the empty transport Orama and the trawler
Juniper, picking up 112 from these ships. Hipper put into
Trondheim.

Soon after 16.00 on the same day the Glorious sighted the
two German battleships, the Admiral Hipper having put into
Trondheim. No reconnaissance aircraft were up, nor had
any been flown since parting from the Ark Royal, or the
encounter might have been avoided. As it was, the Glorious
did her best to escape to the southward under cover of a
smoke-screen laid by the two destroyers. Though this
caused the enemy to cease fire for a time, the forward upper
hangar had already been hit, destroying the Hurricane
aircraft and preventing any torpedoes being got out before
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HMS Glorious before the war

the fire curtains were lowered. About an hour after the
enemy ships had first been sighted, a salvo hit the bridge of
the Glorious, and further heavy hits were sustained about 15
minutes later. Soon after this the order was given to
abandon ship, and she sank with a heavy list to starboard
about 17.40. The carrier's armament of 4.7-in. guns was, of
course, quite useless against two such powerful
adversaries.

Both the destroyers were sunk, the Acasta about 17.28 and
the Ardent at 18.08. They had duly fired torpedoes, one from
the Ardent hitting the Scharnhorst abreast of her after 11-in.
turret, inflicting severe damage. As the result of this, the
Scharnhorst made for Trondheim under escort of her sister
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ship, their cruise being abandoned. They took with them an
officer and four ratings from the Glorious and one man from
the Ardent as prisoner of war.

The Royal Navy knew nothing of the sinking until it was
announced on German radio.

No intelligible report of the action was received by any
British ship, though at 1720 the cruiser Devonshire nearly
100 miles to the westward picked up the beginning of a
wireless signal addressed to the Vice-Admiral (Air) from
Glorious. It must have been made as the ship was being
abandoned. Unfortunately, with the exception of the Ark
Royal, Southampton and Coventry, other ships in the North
Sea were keeping wireless watch on a different wave
frequency. This applied to the Valiant, which was then about
470 miles to the south-westward. On the morning of the
following day that battleship made contact with the hospital
ship Atlantis, which reported having seen a transport being
attacked by the battleships Scharnhorst and Gneisenau,
and the heavy cruiser Hipper.

This information was at once passed to the Commander-in-
Chief at Scapa, who sailed with the Rodney, Renown and
six destroyers to cover the convoys. First news of the end of
the Glorious came from an enemy broadcast on June 9.
Though diligent search was made for survivors, aircraft from
the Ark Royal actually passed close over a number of men
on rafts without seeing them. Owing to the heavy sea, which
capsized the Acasta's boats, and the extreme cold, men
soon perished, the total death roll in the three ships
amounting to 94 officers and 1,380 ratings,
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On this Day - June 8

1940

The British aircraft carrier Glorious is sunk by the German
heavy battle cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau,
Southwest of Narvik. Also sunk in same action British
destroyers Ardent and Acasta (1537 killed on 3 ships).

The evacuation of British and French troops (24,000 men)
from Narvik and Harstad is completed. A Norwegian

delegation negotiates with the Germans for a peace treaty.
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Discovery of neptunium (Np), element 93, by Edwin
McMillan & Philip Adelson at the University of California,
Berkeley.

1941

One prisoners was registered in Auschwitz. He was
transferred by the Germans from Katowice. It was a Pole
Pawet Gwozdz (born on 18 July 1922 in Krasowy - today
part of Mystowice). He perished in the camp on 3 February
1942.

The Saumur Railway Tunnel Raid

The first 12,000lb Tallboy deep-penetration bombs
developed by Barnes Wallis were used operationally on
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this night by No 617 Squadron in a raid on a railway tunnel
near Saumur, 125 miles south of the battle area.

The raid was prepared in great haste because a German
Panzer unit was expected to move by train through the
tunnel.

On D-Day+3, it was an attack and the target area was
iluminated with flares by 4 Lancasters of No 83 Squadron
and marked at low level by 3 Mosquitos. 25 Lancasters of
No 617 Squadron then dropped their Tallboys with great
accuracy.

The target was marked by the Squadron Commander, Wing
Commander G L Cheshire, who delivered his spotfires Tl's
from an altitude of 500 feet, and the accuracy of the
subsequent bombing, delivered between 8,000 and 11,000
feet, was attested by the 18 craters which could be counted
within 220 yards of the tunnel mouth.

One ‘Tallboy’ had pierced the roof of the tunnel, and there
were two further direct hits on the railway tracks 100 yards
from the entrance. The huge bombs exploded under the
ground to create miniature 'earthquakes'; one actually
pierced the roof of the tunnel and brought down a huge
quantity of rock and soil. The tunnel was blocked for a
considerable period and, consequently, the movement of a
German panzer unit from the south into the Normandy
battlefront was badly delayed. No aircraft were lost from this
raid.

British, Commonwealth and Free French forces invade Syria
and the Lebanon (‘Operation Explorer’) with air and naval
support. The British offer Syria independence in an effort to
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stimulate Syrian revolt against their Vichy rulers. Vichy
France protests vigorously at these British proposals.

1942

Fifteen Poles, including 12 women are publicly hanged in
Poznan. The bodies left hanging for 48 hours as a warning.

US Army, European Theater of Operations (ETOUSA)
formed under Major General James Chaney, replacing
USAFBI (US Army Forces in British Isles).

Due to victory at Midway, US cancels the invasion alert for
the US West Coast.

1943

The United States begins the “V-Home” campaign to
encourage rationing, scrap collection, and other patriotic
wartime activities. The Los Angeles City Council bans
wearing of zoot suits in effort to stop Zoot Suit Riots.
The Japanese battleship Mutsu explodes by accident at
Hiroshima, Japan, 1121 killed.

1944

38 Irish Brigade. Lt-Col John Horsfall 2 LIR (London lIrish)
south of Rome: “We had only reached Valmontone, 35 miles
out, after moving through a sea of destruction. Mile after
mile on either side of the road lay the smouldering capsized
wrecks of what once had been transport vehicles or tanks.
Mile after mile, their drivers had struggled on, while our
airmen had sat, watching and obliterating anything that
moved in daylight. The road was also lined from end to end
with slit trenches, so that the wretched German drivers, at
least, had had a hole to dive into...”
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On 06/07June 1944, 47 Commando RoyalMarines were
assigned the task of force-marching nine miles west of
Arromanches to seize the small harbour of Port-en-Bessin,
which would become the main port for fuel deliveries to
Normandy until Cherbourg was liberated. Tribute to their
actions was paid by Lieutenant-General Sir Brian Horrocks
(Commander of the British 30th Corps in Normandy): "It is
doubtful whether in their long, distinguished history, the
RoyalMarines have ever achieved anything finer."

The U.S. Fifth Army continues its drive North in ltaly, taking
Civita Castellana.

The RAF uses 12,000-Ib “Tallboy” bomb against train tunnel
in Saumur, France.

On the Adriatic coast of Italy, British find Germans have
retreated, and they advance.

1945

SHAEF reveal the details of the German plans to
exterminate all Jews in Europe by the summer 1946.
The United States and Australian naval Task Group 74.3
bombards Brunei Bay on Borneo.
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Roll of Honour - June 8

Representing their comrades who died on this day

1915
+BATTERSBY, Augustus Wolfe

Connaught Rangers, 4th Btn. attd. Nigeria Regiment,
West African Frontier Force. Lieutenant. Died
08/06/1915. Educated at Corrig School, Kingstown
and Trinity College, Dublin, he was ordained on
20/02/1910. He served as curate-assistant in Antrim
Parish where he boarded with Mary Sherwood, 30
Fountain St., Antrim. He was a member of Masonic
Lodge 56 (Oldstone) Antrim and of Gwynn’s
Temperance LOL 419, Antrim. He joined the
Connaught Rangers in March 1914, 5 months before
the outbreak of war. He was wounded and died of
dysentery at Doula on during an Anglo-French
offensive against the German Colony of Cameroon.
Son of barrister John R and Augusta Helena Battersby
of Collinstown, County Westmeath. Douala Cemetery,
Cameroon. Antrim Town WM, Antrim District Orange
Order WM. All Saints C of | Parish Church WM
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+HOWARD, Gilbert Alexander

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 1st Btn. Drummer. 9607. Died
08/06/1915. Age 23. Enlisted in Omagh around 1909.
Injured at Gallipoli and died of wounds in Egypt. Born
28/04/1892. His father died when he was eight. Son of John
and Mary Jane Howard, of Eskermore, Augher, Co. Tyrone.
Alexandria (Chatby) Military and War Memorial Cemetery,
Egypt. Clogher WM

1916
+CHASTY,J N

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 1st Btn. Corporal. 12207. Died
08/06/1916. Age 21. Son of James and Clara Lucretia
Chasty, of Portaferry. Louvencourt Military Cemetery, France

+GLASS, William Patrick

Canadian Infantry, Central Ontario Regiment, 4« Btn. Died
08/06/1915. Aged 30. Before enlisting, William had served 2
years with the A.M.C. and 3 months with C.P.A. Reserves.
He enlisted on 23/09/1914 at Valcartier, Quebec. He was 5'
5" tall and single. Born on 05/07/1885, he was the son of
Hugh and Elizabeth Glass, of Clogher, County Tyrone. He
emigrated to Canada where he worked as a salesman.
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Clogher WM, St Macartan’s Cathedral RH

+KING, James

Gordon Highlanders, 7th Btn. Lance Corporal. 2894. Died
08/06/1916. Worked as a gardener for John Towns Lindsay
at Breda Nursery, Saintfield Road, Belfast and at
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Strathcathro House, Scotland. Enloisted at Banchory,
Scotland. A Ballymena Observer report at the time could
suggest that he came from Randalstown and had a sister
Elizabeth. Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France

+McCORMICK, John

Seaforth Highlanders, 1st/4th Btn. Private. 3568. Died
08/06/1916. Age 34. Son of Cornelius and Annie
McCormick, of Belfast; husband to Cathrine McCormick, of
89, McDonnell St., Belfast. Louez Military Cemetery,
Duisans, France

1917
+ADDIS, Henry

Royal Irish Rifles, 11~ Btn. (South Antrim Volunteers).
Rifleman.17126. Died 08/06/1917. Enlisting in Lisburn, he
served in 11 RIR with whom he embarked 11 RIR for
France from Bordon in October 1915. Born in Derriaghy, he
lived in Lisburn and Belfast, and before the war was
employed by John Herd at Seymour Hill Bleachworks,
Dunmurry. His family lived at Castlerobin just north of
Lisburn. On the 23/06/1917 they had the following poem
inserted in the Lisburn Herald. “He marched away so
manly, His young head proudly held, His footsteps never
faltered, His courage never failed. He sleeps in death, far,
far from home, He owns a soldier’s grave, Proud Erin’s
sons, o’er ocean foam, Have shown that he was brave.” He
was a member of Pond Park Red Cross Preceptory No.13
and a member of the UVF. Bailleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, France
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+ANDERSON, Samuel Wallace

Royal Irish Rifles. 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 18/1647. Died
08/06/1917. Age 20. Son of James and Rachel Anderson, of
Drumdollagh, Ballymoney. Bailleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, Nord, France

+BRANKIN, George

Royal Irish Rifles, 14th Btn. Serjeant.14/16204. Died
08/06/1917. Age 29. Born at Newtownards. Son of James
and Agnes Brankin; husband to Mary Brankin, of 18,
Seventh St., Conway St., Belfast. Hazebrouck Communal
Cemetery, France. Newtownards WM

+CASSIDY, Daniel

Royal Irish Fusiliers, 7th/8th Btn. Private. 43090. Died
08/06/1917. Age 20. Born Greencastle, north Belfast,
05/01/1897. Enlisted Belfast 22/09/1915. Lived at 32 Ivy
Row, Whitehouse. Son of John and Elizabeth (nee
McCluskey) Cassidy. Bailleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, Nord, France

+CROOKS, William John

3rd. New Zealand Rifle Brigade,1st Btn. Lance Corporal.
23/1023. Died 08/06/1917. Eldest child of John and Mary
Crooks. He was born in the Moneymore / Lissan area. He
was one of at least eleven children. His father was a farm
labourer. William immigrated to New Zealand and lived there
with his aunt and uncle. He worked as a farm labourer. He
enlisted in May 1915 and was promoted to Lance-Corporal
in September. In April 1916 he arrived in France. Brother of
James Crooks, of 2, Waltons Row, Blairhill, Co. Durham,
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England. Messines Ridge NZ Memorial, Belgium.
Cookstown WM. Clagan Presbyterian Church RH

+DALTON, Robert Cromwell Dalton

Royal Irish Rifles, 12th Btn. (Central Antrim Volunteers) .
Sergeant. 17557. Died 06/06/1917. Robert deployed with
the 36th Ulster Division on 06/10/1915. He was the son of
Thomas and Agnes (nee Cromwell). Robert lived in Lower
Woodburn, Carrickfergus and in the 1911 census his
occupation was recorded as a messenger boy. Bailleul
Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.
Carrickfergus WM. 1st Carrickfergus Presbyterian church RH

+DRUMM, John

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 7th Battalion. Sergeant. 29674.
Died 08/06/1917. Age 22. Member of the QUB Training
Corps 1915 - 16. Son of Robert and Elizabeth Drumm,
Belmore St., Enniskillen. Lussenthoel Military Cemetery.
QUB RH

+ELLIOTT, John

Royal Irish Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 3965. Died
08/06/1917. Age 20. Son of Maria Russell (formerly Elliott),
of 101, Howard St. South, Belfast, and the late Joseph
Elliott. Bailleul Communbal Cemetery Extension, Nord,
France

+FLEMING, William James

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 11th Btn. Lance Corporal. 14062.
Died 08/06/1918. Age 22. Son of Hugh and Anna Fleming,
of Tattykeeran, Tempo, Co. Fermanagh. Colebrooke C of |
Parish Churchyard
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+MAY, F W L

Royal Irish Rifles, 11~ Btn. (South Antrim Volunteers).
Captain. Died 08/06/1917. Dranoutre Military Cemetery,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Whitehead WM

+McAVOY, Michael

Leinster Regiment, 2nd Btn. Private. 7/1729. Died
08/06/1917. Son of Isabella McAvoy, of 28, Mary St.,
Belfast. Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium

+ROBINSON, Samuel

Royal Irish Rifles, 14th Bin. Lance Corporal. 1036. Died
08/06/1917. Born Kilbride. Enlisted Newtownards. Ballyclare
links. Bailleul Cemetery Extension, Nord, France

+ROCK, Hugh

Royal Irish Rifles, 11» Btn. (South Antrim Volunteers).
Rifleman 12/1289. Died 08/06/1917. Born in Cloughmills, Co
Antrim, he enlisted in Ballymoney. Hugh Rock was the
postman at Cloughmills, and on enlisting, his sister agreed
to take over his round until his expected return. Probably
because his job had kept him fit, Rifleman Rock was often
given the duty of being a ‘runner’. These men had to hand-
deliver dispatches from trench to trench when other forms of
communication failed. It was an extremely dangerous and
hazardous task, and he was constantly under the threat of
snipers and enemy fire. In early June 1917 Rifleman Rock
was given permission to take leave. A week before he was
expected home, word reached his family that Hugh had
been shot while delivering dispatches. Son of George and
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Agnes Rock, of Ballylig, Killagan. Spanbroekmolen British
Cemetery, Belgium.

+SAVAGE, Joseph Samuel

Royal Irish Rifles, 8th Btn. Rifleman.13534. Died
08/06/1917. Age 21. Son of Robert and Eliza Jans Savage,
of 32, Parker St., Belfast. Bailleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, France

+SCOTT, Henry

Royal Irish Rifles. 11th Btn. Rifleman. 11/3010

Died 08 /06/1917. Age 26. Nephew of David Scott, of
Ballynadolly, Upper Magheragall, Lisburn. Lone Tree
Cemetery, Belgium

+TODD, Samuel

Royal Irish Rifles. 9th Btn. Rifleman. 17/748

Died 08/06/1917. Age 18. Son of Stephen and Maggie Todd,
of 36, Chief St., Belfast. Authuile Military Cemetery, Authuile,
France

+WATSON, William

Royal Irish Rifles. 11th Btn. Rifleman. 11/19301. Died 08 /
06/1917. Age 36. Son of James and Ellen Watson, of
Leymore, Dunmurry. Spanbroekmolen British Cemetery,
Belgium

+WILLIAMSON, James

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 7th Btn. C Coy. Private. 3363.
Died 08/06/1917. Age 20. Son of John and Sarah Anne

Page 20



Remembrance Ni June 08

Williamson of Belfast. Bailleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, Nord, France

1918

+ANDERSON, Samuel Wallace

Royal Irish Rifles. 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 18/1647. Died
08/06/1917. Age 20. Son of James and Rachel Anderson, of
Drumdollagh, Ballymoney. Bailleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, Nord, France

+CASSIDY, J

Royal Scots, 17th Btn. Private. 25618. Died 08/06/1918.
Age 21. Nephew of Susanna Shields, of 76, Falls Rd.,
Belfast. Harponville Communal Cemetery Extension, France

+FLEMING, William James

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 11th Bin. Lance Corporal. 14062.
Died 08/06/1918. Age 22. Son of Hugh and Anna Fleming,
of Tattykeeran, Tempo. Colebrooke C of | Parish Churchyard

1919
+FLEMING, James

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 2nd Bn.. Private. 8131. Died
08/06/1919. Aged 33. Born Ringrash, Macosquin 1886. Son
of John & Matilda Fleming. Macosquin Parish Church
Graveyard
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1940 - HMS Glorious & HMS Acasta

+ANDERSON, John

RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 148096. Died 08/06/1940. Age 18.
HMS Gilorious. Son of William John and Isabella Anderson,
Killyleagh. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 37. Killyleagh
WM

+BARNES, Frank Charles

RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 150971. HMS Gilorious. Died
08/06/1940. Age 20. He joined the RN aged 15 and a half.
His parents had been notified that he was missing, probably
a prisoner of war. His grandfather served in RN during WW1
and afterwards as a Coastguard. Hs father also served in
WW1 in the RAF. Son of Francis and Florence Barnes,
Thorn Chalet, Rocky Rd., Cregagh. Plymouth Naval
Memorial, Panel 37

+BLACKADDER, George William

RN. Assistant Cook (S). D/MX 59576. HMS Gilorious. Died
08/06/1940. Age 18. Son of George and Margaret
Blackadder, Newry. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 42

+BOARDMAN, William Bert

RN. Boy 1st Class. D/SSX 29146. HMS Gilorious. Died
08/06/1940. Age 17. Son of Samuel and Isobella Boardman,
Londonderry. Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 39. Strand
Presbyterian Church, Londonderry WM
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+COOKE, Alexander

AB. D/SSX 16795. HMS Gilorious. Died 08/06/1940. Age 22.
On the afternoon of Saturday 08/06/1940, the aircraft carrier
HMS Gilorious and her escorting destroyers HMS Acasta
and HMS Ardent were intercepted in the Norwegian Sea by
the German battlecruisers Gneisenau and Scharnhorst. The
three British ships were sunk by gunfire in a little over two
hours, with the loss of over 1500 officers and men of the
Royal Navy, Royal Marines, and Royal Air Force. Son of
Alexander and Lizzie Cooke, Ballymena. Plymouth Naval
Memorial, Panel 37

+CRAIG, John

RM. Marine. PLY/22447. HMS Gilorious. Died 08/06/1940.
Age 32. Son of Alexander and Margaret Jane Craig, Glynn.
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 43

+CURRAN, Andrew

RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 20220. HMS Gilorious. Died
09/06/1940. Age 22. On 9th June HMS Gilorious and its
escorting destroyers HMS Acasia and HMS Ardent were
intercepted in the Norwegian Sea by the German Battle
Cruisers, Gneisenau and Scharnhorst and sunk in little over
two hours with the loss of over 1500 officers and men,
including Andrew Curran. Only 45 men survived. The carrier
was returning to Britain having evacuated RAF aircraft from
Norway. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 37. Cookstown
WM

+DOAK, Alexander
RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 24183. Died 08/06/1940. Age:20.
HMS Glorious. Son of William and Annie Doak,
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Newtownards. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 37.
Newtownards WM

+EAGLESON, Hugh Alexander,

RN. Able Seaman. Reported missing, following the sinking
of the Aircraft Carrier HMS Glorious on 08/06/1940. Son of
Hugh Eagleson, of Newtownards. Newtownards WM

+EMPSON, Alfred Walter

RN. AB. D/JX 150039. Died 08/06/1940. Age 19. HMS
Glorious. Son of Alfred Walter and Sarah Epson, Portadown.
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 37

+FEE, John

Leading Seaman. D/JX 137138. Died 08/06/1940. Age 23.
HMS Gilorious. Father served 14 years in RN. Mother
resident in Ardglass. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 17/08/1940).
Plymouth Naval Monument, Panel 37

+FORSYTHE, John Norman

RN. AB. D/UX151446. HMS Glorious. Died 08/06/1940. Age
18. Son of John and Mary Forsythe, Belfast. Plymouth
Naval Memorial, Panel 37

+GRAFTON, Norman Maurice

RN. Ordinary Seaman. D/SSX 30787. Date of Death:
08/06/1940. Age: 21. HMS Gilorious. Son of Thomas and
Mary Jane Grafton, Banbridge. Plymouth Naval Memorial,
Panel 39
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+HAWTHORNE, David

RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 16591. Died: 08/06/1940. Age:
22. HMS Glorious. Son of David and Elizabeth Hawthorne,
Belfast. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 37

+JOHNSTON, Robert David

RN. AB. D/JX 151626. Died 09/06/1940. Age 18. HMS
Glorious. Son of David and Jane Johnston of 11 Hill Street,
Ballymena. Plymouth Naval Memorial. Panel 38

+KNOTT, Warren Patrick

RN. Boy 1st Cl. D/JX159678. HMS Gilorious. Died
08/06/1940. Age 16. He had been taught at Darkley school
by its principal John Malseed Scott, later RNVR, who was
lost on HMS Ellesmere. Joined the Royal Navy in August
1938 and commenced training in HMS Ganges, passing out
of the gunnery school with full marks. Posted to HMS
Revenge and later to aircraft carrier HMS Gilorious. Son of
(Captain Retired) Samuel George and Margaret C. B. Knott
of Aughnagurgin, Keady, Armagh. Plymouth Naval
Memorial, Panel 39

+LANDA, David Henry

RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX16190. HMS Glorious.
09/06/1940. Age 23. Son of Jacob and Ena Landa, Belfast.
Member of the Belfast Jewish community. Plymouth Naval
Memorial, Panel 38

+McDOWELL, Alfred George

RN. Ordinary Seaman, D/JX 151550. Died 08/06/1940. Age
18. HMS Gilorious. Joined RN as boy at 14 years of age.
Had 4 years service in Glorious. Member of University Rd.,

Methodist Church. Born on the day HM King George V
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opened the NI parliament and his father was presented to
their Majesties. His brother Charles was serving with the
RAF. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph 13/07/1940). Son of Alfred
and Winifred McDowell, Belfast. Plymouth Naval Memorial,
Panel 39.

+McNABB, William

RN. Boy Telegraphist. D/JX 158275. Died 08/06/1940.
Age17. HMS Gilorious. Son of William James McNabb and
Jeanie McNabb, Ballymoney. Plymouth Naval Memorial,
Panel 39. Ballymoney WM

+SCOTT, David

RN. Ordinary Seaman. D/SSX 30791. Died 08/06/1940. Age
18. HMS Gilorious. Son of Robert and Margaret Scoitt,
Newtownards. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 39.
Newtownards WM

+SCOTT, Thomas

RNR: Seaman. P/X 18226A. Date of Death: 08/06/1940.
Age: 27. H.M.S. Acasta. Son of Hannah Jane Shields,
Ballymartin, Co. Down. Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel
44

+SHAW, Robert Thomas

RN. AB. D/JX150036. Died 08/06/1940. HMS Gilorious. Son
of Thomas Lewis Shaw and Norah Lily Shaw, Belfast.
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 38

+SHIELDS, Thomas
RNR. Seaman. P/X 18226A. Died 08/06/1940. Age 27. HMS
Acasta. Son of Hannah Jane Shields, Ballymartin, Co.

Down. Portsmouth Naval Memorial, Panel 44
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War Cemetery at Bayeux, Normandy

+SHIRLEY, Alex

RN. Able Seaman. D/JX 148095, Died 08/06/1940. HMS
Glorious. Carnany, Ballymoney. Plymouth Naval Memorial,
Panel 38. Ballymoney WM

+THOMPSON, James

RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 26153. Date of Death:
08/06/1940. Age: 19. HMS Gilorious. Son of Robert Edmund
and Margaret Thompson, Annsborough. Plymouth Naval
Memorial, Panel 38

Page 27



Remembrance Ni June 08

+WHITE, Joseph

RN. Able Seaman. D/SSX 20633. Died 08/06/1940. Age 39.
HMS Gilorious. Son of Joseph and Elizabeth White,
Ballycraigy, Muckamore. (Belfast Weekly Telegraph)
Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 38

1940
+CONLON, Joseph

Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers, 2nd Btn. Fusilier. 6976397. Died
between 18/05/1940 and 08/06/1940. Age 29. The 2nd
Battalion fought in many rear guard actions as part of the
withdrawal to Dunkirk. For this reason it is not known when
he died. Joseph was the son of Francis and Bridget Conlan.
He was born in September 1910 in Ardboe. His father was a
fisherman. Joe worked as a labourer. He married in 1939.
Gavrelle Communal Cemetery, France. Coagh WM

+GORDON, William John Gray

RAF. Aircraftman 1st Class. 616725. Died 08/06/1940. Aged
24. 802 Sqgdn. Son of Joseph P. and Jamesina Gordon, of
Islandmagee, Co. Antrim. Runnymeade Memorial, Panel 25

1942

+McKINSTRY, John

RAFVR. Sergeant. 1040701. Died 08/06/1942. Aged 24.
Sqdn 24. Son of James Flack McKinstry and Elizabeth Gault
McKinstry, Larne. Heverlee War Cemetery, Vlaams -
Brabant, Belgium

1944
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+CHARLES, Allen

Support Company. Lance Sergeant, 7019670. Died
08/06/1944 in Normandy by 'friendly fire’. The
circumstances of his death were expressed:-

"Later in the day a salvo of artillery shells fell on part of the
Battalion defences destroying one of the anti-tank guns,
killing five men and wounding nine others. One of the
wounded was Captain Jimmy Browne, hit by shrapnel close
to Company HQ in an orchard. Jimmy was not one of the
Battalion’s sportsmen, much preferring more academic
interests, not to mention good food and wine. As the
stretcher-bearers struggled to bring his generous frame to
the RAP a strongly built French farmer lent a welcome hand.
While being treated Jimmy complained that he had trained
for four years for a war in which he had lasted forty-eight
hours. Harry Pegg was among those who assisted with the
recovery of the wounded, a wheelbarrow being used to
convey many of the injured men to the RAP. Those killed
were Lance Sergeant Charles Allen, Rifleman Patrick
Mullen, Rifleman Edward Payne and Rifleman Starr.
Corporal Raynham of the Signals Platoon was taken to the
RAP, but died of his wounds." Aged 23. Son of Mr and Mrs
Robert Charles of Londonderry; husband to Mavis of
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset, Ranville War Cemetery,
Calvados, France.

+GREER, Henry

Royal Ulster Rifles,1st Btn. Lance Corporal. 6985178. Died
08/06/1944. Landed with 1st Royal Ulster Rifles by glider at
LZ N near Ranville, Normandy on D-Day. Killed in action at
the battalion’s next objective, the town of St. Honorine.
Fellow soldiers from the battalion gave him a field burial at
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Longueval. He was later reinterred at Ranville War
Cemetery, Calvados, France. Cookstown WM

+JEFFERSON, Norman

Royal Ulster Rifles,1st Btn. Corporal. 7013019. Died
08/06/1944. Aged 26. Eight years’ service. Three brothers
also served. He landed on LZ N at Ranville at 2100 hrs on 6
June. Died of wounds on 8 June during the attack on Ste
Honorine. A total of six men were killed and forty seven
missing on this date. Son of Thomas and Sara Jefferson of
Lisburn. Ranville War Cemetery, Calvados, France.

+McALLISTER, George

Royal Ulster Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 7009594. Died
08/06/1944. Aged 37. He served in ‘D’ Company in
Normandy on D-Day. He sustained a gunshot wound in
Wood Gazelle at Cambes Wood. Son of the late George A
McAllister and Elizabeth McAllister of 61 Berlin Street,
Belfast. George Senior died as a result of wounds sustained
in World War One in August 1916. George Junior was
husband to Mary McAllister of Donegall Pass, Belfast. La
Delivrande War Cemetery, Douvres, France. Fitzroy
Presbyterian Church, Belfast, WM.

+MULLEN, Patrick

Royal Ulster Rifles, 2nd Btn. Rifleman. 7043313. Died
08/07/1944. Aged 33. Son of Patrick and Mary Ann Mullen,
of Roslea, Co. Fermanagh; husband to Mary Ann Mullen, of
Roslea. Hermanville War Cemetery, Calvados, France
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+MULLINS, Patrick James

Royal Ulster Rifles,1st Btn. Rifleman. 7019652. Died
08/07/1944. Aged 20. Served in the Anti-tank Platoon.
Believed to have been killed by ‘friendly fire’ on 8 June as a
result of an artillery barrage from the guns of 3rd Division’s
artillery support - in the same incident as Allen Charles
(above). Son of Mary Mullins, he came from Lisburn.
Ranville War Cemetery, Calvados, France.

The circumstances of his death were as follows:-

"Later in the day a salvo of artillery shells fell on part of the
Battalion defences destroying one of the anti-tank guns,
killing five men and wounding nine others. One of the
wounded was Captain Jimmy Browne, hit by shrapnel close
to Company HQ in an orchard. Jimmy was not one of the
Battalion’s sportsmen, much preferring more academic
interests, not to mention good food and wine. As the
stretcher-bearers struggled to bring his generous frame to
the RAP a strongly built French farmer lent a welcome hand.
While being treated Jimmy complained that he had trained
for four years for a war in which he had lasted forty-eight
hours. Harry Pegg was among those who assisted with the
recovery of the wounded, a wheelbarrow being used to
convey many of the injured men to the RAP. Those killed
were Lance Sergeant Allen Charles, Rifleman Patrick
Mullins, Rifleman Edward Payne (from Redruth, Cornwall)
and Rifleman Starr (from Tottenham, Middlesex0. Corporal
Raynham of the Signals Platoon was taken to the RAP, but
died of his wounds."

(From "The Rifles Are There: 1st and 2nd Battalions The
Royal Ulster Rifles in the Second World War" by David Orr
and David Truesdale).
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+RANKIN, Andrew Hagan

RN. Ordinary Seaman. D/JX 565606. Died 08/06/1944. Age
24. HMS Lawford. Son of Frank and Annabella Rankin,
Carrickfergus. Plymouth Naval Memorial, Panel 88. St
Columb’s Cathedral, Londonderry WM.

+SCOTT, Arland Kenneth

Royal Canadian Artillery. 12 Field Regt. Gunner. H/35621.
Died 08/06/1944. Aged 26. Son of David and Sarah Scott;
husband to Ellen Scott, of Donemana, Co. Tyrone.
Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey

VETERAN
ELLNOR, Martin JAF

RAF. MCB. Born 08/06/1922. Son of Alfred Elinor, Cregagh
Rd., Belfast

Every day Is a Remembrance
Day

We will remember them
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remembrance ni

The remembrance ni programme is overseen by Very Rev Dr Houston
McKelvey OBE, QVRM, TD who served as Chaplain to 102 and 105
Regiments Royal Artillery (TA), as Hon. Chaplain to RNR and as Chaplain to
the RBL NI area and the Burma Star Association NI. Dr McKelvey is a Past
President of Queen’s University Services Club. He may be contacted at
houstonmckelvey@mac.com

Copyright - all material in this remembrance ni publication is copyright, and
must not be reproduced in print or electronically.
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